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Activity News… 

I can not wrap my head around the fact 
that we are nearing the beginning of 

school already! In just a few short weeks 
the kiddos will be meeting new teachers, 
possibly some new friends, and making 

some great new memories! With the start 
of school each year, it seems as though 

our staff around here goes through some 
changes as well, schedules will be 

different, positions may change, and we 
tend to get an influx of new staff that 

have just moved to the area. Please be 
sure to welcome any new faces you may 

see when visiting! 
The residents have been fantastic about 
sharing some ideas for new and exciting 

things we can do in the Activity 
Department, and I have been busy 
working on logistics, planning and 

inquiring about entertainment, learning 
opportunities, or bringing back programs 

that we had prior to Covid shutting 
everything down! 

I am always on the look out for 
volunteers so if you are interested and 

would like to help out please stop by and 
see me! Could be teaching us a new 

game, attending outings, coordinating 
outside entertainment, or just being 

willing to spend 1:1 time with residents 
that do not receive many visitors!  

Susan P.- Activity Director 

Resident Spotlight 

 
 

This month we meet “Tootie” 
Wood. Tootie has lived in the Iowa 
City/West Branch area all her life. 
She was the second generation to 
own and run HI Point Golf Course 

just east of Iowa City, and her 
children are now carrying on that 
legacy as the third generation! 

During the winter months she and 
her husband could be found 

vacationing in Texas, Florida, or 
Arizona. Tootie enjoyed spending 

her free time playing Bridge, 
Golfing, Snow Skiing, and playing 
the piano. She was a volunteer at 
the Mercy Gift shop for over 30 

years! Tootie married Don Wood in 
1953. They have 3 children 

together, Sue, Cindy, and Scott. 
Being big Hawkeye fans, they were 
able to attend a few of the football 
bowl games. One thing many may 
not know about her is that she was 

on the Homecoming Court her 
Senior year of High School! She 

also made a HOLE IN ONE at least 
once while playing golf. Tootie lived 

by the belief of working hard, 
getting your work done, and then 
being able to party afterwards! 
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Happy August! 

 

I was fortunate enough to celebrate my first year at 
Briarwood! I want to thank the wonderful staff, 

residents, and loved ones who have made this one 
of the best years and experiences of my life. 
Although it has been a hot summer, we have 

enjoyed quite a bit of outdoor action. Of course, 
making sure residents are lathered in sunscreen 

and hydrated. I hope everyone has had the 
opportunity to enjoy the patio at some point this 

summer. 
I would like to quickly touch base on an uptick in 
Covid cases currently in Johnson County. We’ve 

had a few staff members here and there test 
positive, but so far, no residents have become 
symptomatic. Please make sure when you are 

visiting, you are symptom free, and wearing those 
masks while, “roaming the cabin”.  Otherwise, we 

encourage visits as much and as often as possible. 
It means the world to all those who reside here at 

Briarwood. 
Again, it is a true pleasure to serve the Briarwood 
community. I want everyone to know my office is 

always open. Please do not hesitate to come chat, 
even if it is just a hello! 
With great admiration, 

Alexa Saco, LNHA, MHA 
Administrator 
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Resident Birthdays 
Sharon Garton          08/11 
Shirley Ranshaw       08/16 
Pat Brandt                 08/27 

 

 
 

Employee Birthdays 
Janet Nierling             08/03 
Sarah Finn                 08/08 
Alejandra Hurtado      08/09 
Georgie Swearson     08/13 

 
Employee Anniversaries  

Kevin Garringer        4 Years 
Gabe Alhaus          1 year 
Shonda Jeffrey       1 year  
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